The Audience for a Research Paper:

Concepts, Purpose, and Examples

Framing question: Who is this research
paper actually written for?

Three lenses: audience concepts, the purpose /
of audience awareness, worked examples

o Audience shapes the research lifecycle: =i
framing, literature, methods, impact —— e ——

& i
Outcomes for students, early-career
researchers, educators, and research

communicators

.J Contrast: the same finding for a specialist
journal vs. a public summary



Background: Why Audience Awareness

Is Central to Research Writing

Academic writing is social:
writers negotiate relations with
readers using disciplinary
conventions.

The rhetorical situation:
writer, purpose, audience, and
context interact in every text.

Audience is rarely concrete;
writers construct it from prior
texts and community norms.

Failure modes: writing only for
the supervisor, the self, or a
narrow specialist clique.

Publishing consequences:
20-30% of manuscripts are
quickly judged unsuitable
or out of scope.

The rhetorical situation
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Purpose Audience

Audience as a construct

Biae= = Broader disciplinary community
Related readers
Immediate academic audience

Your text




Core Concepts: Who Counts as Your Audience?

Layered model: a central

scholarly conversation ringed

by adjacent-field and non- Public
specialist readers

Shadow audience
(including gatekeepers:
: editors, reviewers)
Primary, secondary, and e

shadow audiences; gatekeepers setmalsh Rt
(editors, reviewers) also count
Primary audience
Categories: specialist peers, 9 ..
adjacent-field researchers, I—v—-l
practitioners, policymakers, ol ) COS::‘eOrlszftl%n _
students, journalists, public SP;:;ES" & ) Bolicytmakers
Key attributes: prior knowledge,
reading purpose, reading
context, and stakes in the
ﬁndings Adjacent-field Practitioners

researchers

Specialism is relative: newcomers
and students also read specialist
journals




The Expertise Gradient and

the Curse of Knowledge

® Expertise gradient: readers differ
in domain knowledge, context,
and purpose

® Specialists want detail to verity;
non-specialists need background
and interpretation

® The curse of knowledge: niche
expertise mistaken for common

knowledge @

® Jargon compresses ideas inside
a community but excludes Newcgmer
1 reader
outsiders

® Read your draft as your least
specialized intended reader

Assumed
common
knowledge

Specialist
reader



Purpose: How Audience Shapes Structure,

Evidence, and Framing

e Audience acts as a design constraint:

structure, terminology, evidence Abstract o Helpsreaders
standards, length " grasp the key message
e Shapes the abstract, introduction Introduction & Setsthe context

f . " i and motivation
raming, and the "so what" argument

: s Methods Shows what was done
e Influences methodological detail and how
and reporting transparency
Conclusion ®—— . Answers the

"so what" question

e Integrity tool: stay persuasive
without overclaiming

e Ignored audience leads to desk
rejection, misreading, low uptake,
misuse

e Roughly 20-30% of manuscripts are
quickly judged out of scope




KNOW

Audience Analysis Before You Draft

WRITE WITH PURPOSE

5
O

Five-question checklist: who, what
they know, what they need, what
they do, how they read

Aims and Scope

Read the venue as evidence: aims
and scope, article types, guidelines,
recent issues

Article Types ==
Map reader questions to paper
sections before drafting Guidelines
Set jargon, background, and Recant'Iséiles

method detail levels early

Consult co-authors, editors, or
community partners on audience

- CLEARER WRITING. GREATER IMPACT.



Choosing a Venue Is an Audience Decision

JOURNAL JOURNAL

Researchers Practitioners Policy, Public
Scope: advances knowledge Scope: informs professional Scope: addresses policy
through original research. practice and application. questions and serves the

wider public.

A journal is a scholarly community with shared expectations
Check aims and scope, then browse recent volumes for fit
Scope statements name the intended community: researchers, practitioners, policy, public

Reference journal aims and scope in your cover letter

Pick the journal when designing the study, not after rejection



Worked Example 1: Writing for a Specialist Audience

Scenario:
a methods-heavy paper for General Introduction Specialist Version

a narrow specialty journal (Before) (After)

Readers:
deep domain knowledge, :
high scrutiny, reproducibility e - The gap

=3

focus . J

~ The design

Choices:

compressed background,
full methods, precise terms,
no glossary

W_ Claim fits
‘ the data

Jargon earns its place by
compressing meaning
for insiders

Experts check the gap,

the design, and whether m Same finding re-told at three levels of expertise
claims fit the data




Worked Example 2: Cross-Disciplinary and

Practitioner Audiences

Scenario: the same findings
recast for adjacent-field
researchers or practitioners

Expand
context

Audience: strong general
a@»  research literacy, limited
domain knowledge,
action-oriented

=
m Define

terms

. Put implications
O before technical

o Drafting: expand context,
.O.. detail

define terms, put implications
before technical detail

Practitioner test: is the evidence
ready, feasible in their setting,
and decision-relevant?

Trade-off: depth versus
513 accessibility — be explicit about
how much uncertainty to surface

. o



Worked Example 3: Public and Policy Audiences

Scenario: same study as a plain- Y )
language summary and a policy brief Policy Brief

D . Headline ;La:;.:rnguage
Audience: variable prior y
knowledge, high stakes, short _ et
attention, misreading risk “ Sumany
,___  ) Policy brief structure: headline, o Key findings
= summary, key findings, implications,
references

e—— Implications
Drafting: plain language, concrete
framing, explicit limitations,

. ; e—— References
careful headline claims

Risks: sensationalism,
oversimplification, and loss of nuance

The Same Finding, o GeneriPic 9 Informedireader @ Policy specialist

Three Levels
of Expertise




One Study, Three Outputs:
What Stays Constant and What Changes

Specialist Practitioner Public -
article brief summary
- -
2
@
]
Specialist article Practitioner brief Public summary

a ‘ Constants across all three:
findings, caveats, and limits of the evidence

Same study, three outputs: specialist article, practitioner brief, public summary
Constants: findings, caveats, and limits of the evidence
Changes: framing, jargon, evidence emphasis, length, and headline claims

Define technical terms on first use; prefer familiar words

Consistency check: every format reports the same claims and uncertainties



SAME

Plain Language That Stays Accurate

UNDERSTANDING.

Academic language ot ey Plain language

The study investigates the The study looks at how a
impact of a neurotransmitter neurotransmitter (a chemical
(a chemical messenger in the messenger in the nervous
nervous system) on cognitive | system) affects how we think
function. and learn.

Be accurate, clear, and concise; Target a reading age of about

@ assume no prior knowledge 11 years (roughly 8th grade)

Use short sentences (up to 20 words)

Define technical terms on first use
and short paragraphs

instead of deleting them

Structure: subject overview,
research purpose, key findings,
key takeaways

Ask a non-specialist reader
to explain it back to you

00




Common Pitfalls and Practical Strategies

o Pitfalls: writing for the — Write your one-sentence
E supervisor, unexplained = audience statement first,
jargon, mismatched journal then audit every section
& Peer-test drafts with a reader
tside your special
’ @p Cutsideyour specialty

Keep a terminology and
definitions list to prevent
meaning drift

Reverse outline each section
to confirm it answers a
reader question

N o o




Applying It: Audience Statement, Checklist, and Next Steps

Broader AUdienCe

secondary Audience

Your
Writing

Primary Audience

Exercise

mp

Exercise: rewrite one
paragraph for a named
secondary audience

WRITE WITH YOUR AUDIENCE IN MIND

Template: one sentence
naming your reader, their

knowledge, and what they need

Peer Rubric

Peer rubric: can a reader

explain your key claim
back to you?

Audience Statement Template Checklist

° Checklist: venue fit

Q assumed knowledge
° evidence standards

0 clear takeaways

Next Steps

@:iaﬁ

Next steps: journal guidelines,
plain-language resources,
writing centers
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