Graphic Design
Software:

Selection,

Requirements,
and Workflow

- Choose tools that match output,
system, team, and budget needs

- For aspiring designers, creators,
students, and marketing teams

- Session flows from tool landscape
and selection to workflow strategy
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- Ends with a practical action plan
for focused tool adoption
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The Graphic Design Tool Landscape

o Graphic Design Tools o
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Adobe Adobe Adobe Figma Canva
Affinity Affinity Affinity Adobe CorelDRAW
CorelDRAW Procreate CorelDRAW Affinity Procreate

ﬁ - Vector editors, raster editors, layout, Ul/UX, and all-in-one tools
- Adobe, Affinity, Figma, Canva, CorelDRAW, Procreate lead the space

- Pricing spans free, freemium, subscription, and one-time purchase
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Vector vs. Raster:
The Foundation of Tool Choice

paths and scale infinitely, ideal for
logos, icons, and print.

? E -\: ® \ector graphics use mathematical

® Raster graphics use pixels and
excel at photography, painting,

and detailed textures.

[
® Vector files stay lightweight;
ﬂ raster files can become heavy

at high resolution.

® The core decision: is the output
'made of shapes and text' or

'made of photos and brushstrokes'?

’ ® Most real-world projects combine both:
v

v vector for brand assets, raster for
photography.




Matching Software to the Task

- Logos and icons:
vector tools like
lllustrator for
infinite scaling.

lllustrator
Photoshop

Canva and
InDesign

- Photos and detailed
textures: raster tools
like Photoshop.

- Social graphics:
Canva; multi-page
brochures: InDesign.

"., What are
N Yyou working
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- Ul/UX and team
projects: Figma for
collaboration.
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- Most projects use
both: e.g., vector
logo on a raster photo.




System Requirements and
Hardware Compatibility

- Minimum specs simply launch
the app; recommended specs

handle real projects smoothly
o

- RAM guidance: 8 GB minimum
vs. 16 GB or more recommended
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- Fast internal SSD and '
separate scratch disk improve
handling of large files

- Windows 10 21H2+ or
Windows 11; macOS Big Sur+
or newer

® and display resolution before
committing
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- Check GPU age, VRAM, drivers, l
7
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Cooling System

CPU

SSD Scratch Disk



Budget, Licensing,
and Team Needs

Compare subscriptions,
perpetual licenses, free
tiers, and student discounts

Adobe CC Pro for students

is $19.99/month for
the first year

Affinity uses $70 one-time
purchase; Figma starts

at $12/editor/month

Match license type to
individual, student,

freelancer, or team needs

Marketing teams need
collaboration, shared files,

and version control
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FREE TIERS
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Best for trying
tools and light
individual use.

SUBSCRIPTION

O
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Flexible access
and ongoing
updates.

PERPETUAL
LICENSES

One-time purchase |
with long-term
access.

TEAM
LICENSES

000
f'?’@‘ﬁ
Built for teams

to collaborate
and scale.




Common Selection
Mistakes to Avoid

e - Choosing tools on popularity
rather than your actual
project needs.

* Ignoring hardware limits,

budget, or team collaboration C«ﬂﬁ/}?
Vi

requirements.

e Adding too many tools before
mastering a focused core set.

e Forgetting developer handoff
and workflow integration needs.



- Start with your most
frequent design task,
not a rare one i
/J
> 4
- Score tools by project, &
format, platform, budget,
: System
team, skill Requirements
Checklist
- Test before committing: Operetngistens | o)
free trials, free tiers, Processor W
small projects o
Storage 9
m - Identify whether you need o
4 & template speed or '
R professional precision ooy -




Building an Efficient Design Workflow
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brief research sketch create review export handoff

® Flow: brief, research, sketch, create, review, export, handoff

Organize files with clear names, sections, and version control
® Set color modes, resolution, and export settings early
® Choose export formats by destination: SVG, PNG, WebP, PDF

® Keep editable masters and export optimized versions



Non-Destructive Editing
and Export Best Practices

Keep masters editable;
export optimized copies
for each destination

Choose formats by output:
SVG for icons, PNG/WebP
for web, PDF for print

Use consistent naming
conventions and a single
source of truth for handoff

Treat export settings as a
starting point, then optimize
for real delivery

MASTER (EDITABLE)
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Learning Paths and Skill Development
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BEGINNER DEEPER SKILLS ADVANCED TOOLS LIFELONG GROWTH

Easy to start, Expand capabilities, More depth, Keep learning,
build confidence strengthen foundation more dedication keep creating

@!J ® - Start with Canva or Adobe Express for low learning curves

- Figma, Photopea, and Inkscape offer deeper skills at no cost

- GIMP and Affinity Designer demand more time and patience

@ - Use official tutorials, YouTube, and practice projects to progress

- Transferable design principles matter more than any single tool




Beginner-Friendly
Starting Stacks N

e - Start with Canva for quick social A
graphics and presentations ‘

e - Use Photopea or GIMP for \
Photoshop-style photo editing

® - Learn Inkscape or Figma for
vector and Ul work s

e - Upgrade to Affinity or Adobe " | \
when paid features become necessary /

® - Build core skills first; add N

professional tools deliberately ) y
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Team Collaboration
and Handoff

£,

Real-time co-editing, version Designer
control, and shared libraries
improve marketing team efficiency.

Handoff requires consistent
export settings, documentation,
and a single source of truth.

Figma and Canva Teams
centralize feedback and approvals
compared to desktop-first tools.

Self-serve settings like SVG
outline text and PNG scale should
be preconfigured for developers.

Developer




Action Plan and Next Steps

- Define your primary use case and
minimum viable toolset

- Choose one or two core tools to start,

% not the aspirational stack
@ - Verify hardware compatibility and @

budget before committing

- Run small practice projects to
validate the workflow

/'I] o - Expand deliberately only when the i _‘O'_

core set no longer suffices =




PersonWise.

PersonWise - Al digital-human course platform

Scan the code or click anywhere to watch this course live, with voice Q&A
personwise.ai/t/b750da86/public


https://personwise.ai/t/b750da86/public?entry_surface=public_courseware_pdf

