- How Geography
Shapes Trade and
Settlement

e Explain why people settle where they A
do and why trade routes form where
they form.

e Core question: How do water,
mountains, climate, and soil shape
settlement and trade over time?

e Preview core geographic drivers,
water and land routes, agriculture,
and trade networks.

e Case studies, technology shifts,
and a practical geographic lens.



The Geographic

Toolkit:

Terms and Maps

®

Site: the physical land a
settlement occupies

Situation: location relative
to surrounding features

Hinterland: region served
by a port or city

- Navigable river and natural
harbor: water as transport

- Choke point: narrow corridor
controlling movement

- Arable land: soil suitable
for farming and surplus




' Core Geographic Drivers: Land, Water, and Terrain'

@ - Mountains, rivers, coasts, and climate shape movement and settlement

@ - Water attracts: trade, transport, and fertile floodplains

- Rugged terrain and deserts channel routes into narrow corridors

0 . :
- Arable land sustains larger, more permanent populations

- Barriers create defense; passes and harbors create gateways




-Water as nghway
and Barrier

* Rivers, lakes, and seas were
the cheapest historical
transport routes

* Navigable rivers and natural
harbors fueled port city growth

* Water connects regions but
can also isolate or defend them /|

* River harbors offered safer
anchorage than open sea ports




Mountains, Deserts,
and Choke Points

Mountain passes funnel trade into
narrow, predictable corridors

Deserts channel caravans between
scarce oases and water sources

Choke points create strategic and
economic control for whoever
holds them

Hexi Corridor: vital Silk Road
passage between plateaus and deserts

Khyber Pass: repeated invasion and
trade gateway into the Indian
subcontinent




e - Climate, soil, and water access
determine where farming can begin

e - River valleys and temperate zones
became early population centers

e - Fertile floodplains offered reliable
soil replenishment and moisture

e - Agricultural surplus fed cities and
enabled long-distance trade
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Floodplains and seasonal flooding
replenished fertile soils

Nile, Tigris-Euphrates, Indus,
Yellow, and Yangtze basins

Elevated levees offered safer
settlement during floods

Cities depended on surplus from
farming communities

River dynamics shaped rise, @<
decline, and relocation 1

ce

Great rivers were more than
waterways—they were lifelines
that nurtured civilizations.



From Settlement to Trade_ _Ngtwork

TRADE TURNS SETTLEMENTS INTO CONNECTED NODES

FAVORABLE SITES BECOME NODES
in larger regional trade systems

TRADE WEALTH ATTRACTS
people, infrastructure, and political power

HINTERLANDS SUPPLY GOODS;
gateway cities manage and profit

from exchange
Settlements in
favorable locations
become gateways

that link hinterlands ‘

=== Sijlk Road (overland)
TRADE NODES OFTEN GROW INTO

cultural and religious centers |

=== Connecting routes
=== Maritime routes

------ Hinterland connections
DUNHUANG AND IRANIAN CARAVAN CITIES ® Trade node

show settlement-to-node growth

to far-reaching
trade networks.

DUNHUANG: FROM OUTPOST TO CROSSROADS OF ASIA

Early Settlement Growing Trade Stop Prosperous Gateway Cultural & Religious Center Oasis Settlement Caravan Stop Commercial Hub Urban & Cultural Center
(Pre-Han - Han) (Wei — Sui) (Tang) {Tang onward) (Achaemenid era) (Parthian era) (Sasanian era) (Later periods)

Frontier outpost along Silk Road traffic increases; Wealth and people Caves, temples, and Oases on desert Regular caravan Goods from India, Mosques, madrasas,
the western end of the markets, inns, and granaries flow in; administration, monasteries make routes support traffic brings trade, China, and Rome and workshops
Great Wall; a stopover support travelers and warehouses, and Dunhuang a center of small communities markets, and exchanged and make cities centers
in the desert. merchants. crafts flourish. Buddhist art and learning. and agriculture. lodging. redistributed. of culture and power.
ROLE: Gateway between China and the Western Regions; ROLE: Entrepéts linking empires and regions;
manager of desert routes and exchange. wealth generates urban growth and influence.
THE PATTERN y
Across deserts and mountains,

o Wi | settlements that connect people,
Favorable ) Settlement — Trac.ie : m ealth & _ > ﬁ i I Trade node & ZoaH. i e besurnendnring
location forms begins people grow urban center A
nodes of civilization.



Caravan Cities and
Regional Gateways

o % =

¢ - Dunhuang: fortress, garrison, and Silk Road junction town

¢ - Hexi Corridor: oases strung along narrow routable plain

¢ - Iranian settlements: caravanserais grew into bazaars and cities A7 B mE R ol S
¢ - Gateway communities controlled movement between regions

¢ - Trade nodes became Buddhist, Islamic, and cultural centers



- Case Study: Major Maritime Trade Hubs
Venice: protected lagoon, ﬁ m/x‘

Adriatic gateway to Northern Europe. o =% 3 \ .

N : h\-'t:f-\\ \ \ ..-_ﬁ__-;f
Istanbul: controls the Bosphorus N\ ‘\\ R
Strait between Europe and Asia. ’ — \\ “%%
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Singapore: deep harbor at the key : @?ﬁtﬁug \\\ = 5
Strait of Malacca chokepoint. " o \.\ .
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Alexandria: dual harbor links
Mediterranean to Red Sea routes.

Advantages shift with new routes,
tech, and political change.
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Case Study: A River Valley Settlement System

.
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® One river system supports multiple
settlements and trade links

e Seasonal flooding creates fertile land
but also risk

® Irrigation and levee settlement shape
local economies

® River channel shifts determine the rise
and decline of settlements



Technology and =
Changmg Geographic Advantage

® (Canals and railroads made
interior cities new trade hubs.

® Highways and trucks favored
sprawling, polycentric regions
over ports.

® Air links boost business ties )
and growth for connected cities. (). R #05~

® Digital networks strengthen
idea-producing cities, not
all places.

® QOlder hubs decline when their
old transport edge fades.




Rise and Fall:

Winners and Losers
of Connectivity

® Technology shifts which
geographic advantages matter most

® Goods-producing cities like Detroit
lost their relative edge

® |dea-producing cities like New York
and Singapore reinvented themselves

® Transport costs fell, but face-to-face
contact still gains from density




@ - Ask: location, movement,
resources, barriers, connections

Read maps for coastlines,
rivers, elevation, and route
corridors

Identify site and situation
in any settlement

Trace how trade nodes become
cultural and political centers

Discuss prompts for students,
teachers, and content teams
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PersonWise.

PersonWise - Al digital-human course platform

Scan the code or click anywhere to watch this course live, with voice Q&A
personwise.ai/t/a53a0d2d/public


https://personwise.ai/t/a53a0d2d/public?entry_surface=public_courseware_pdf

