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Colonialism and:
Decolonization:

A Comprehensive Overview
4+ :

e Define colonialism and decolonization as
interconnected historical and political processes
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Explore political independence, economic
restructuring, and knowledge decolonization

e Understand why it matters for history ,
learners, educators, and content creators

e Preview the journey: frameworks, historical |
phases, case studies, and applied practice
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Why This Topic
¢ Still Matters Today . .
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- Brazil’s Time Frame Thesis still
threatens Indigenous land reclamation

%ﬁs - lhumatao occupation now delivers - ;ﬁ g
housing, food, and climate resilience = ®5:%

- Nelson Tenths bill returns 3,000+
hectares and $420M in 2026

- Young Indigenous creators use
digital media to amplify resistance

%‘ﬁ» - BC court rulings on Aboriginal title
reshape settler relations -
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a territory.

e Imperialism: broader
power and influence,
including economic.

¢ Neo-colonialism: indirect
control, especially
economic.

o Settler colonialism:
colonizers permanently
replace the native
population.

e Decolonization is not just
diversity; it shifts the
power structure.




Historical Phases of

Colonial Expansion

15th-16th .. = : W
Centuries -5 = I
\ Age of Discovery e
and Exploration

Centuries

Mercantile Empire
and Coastal Control

Century ol '

. Industrial-Era Conquest |

S ‘\-\ and Inland Expansion
\. \\

| 20th
Century

Consolidation,
Resistance, and
Reconfiguration

Early mercantile empires
focused on trade routes and
coastal outposts

Industrial-era conquest
drove inland territorial
control

Key powers: Britain, France,
Spain, Portugal, Belgium,
Germany

Drivers: trade, missionary
activity, resources, strategic
rivalry



Comparing Colonial Systems
and Local Agency
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® British India: indirect rule through local elites

® French Algeria: direct rule and settler colonialism

® Belgian Congo: extractive direct rule with extreme violence

® Japanese Taiwan: assimilation-focused colonial administration

Local agency spans collaboration, everyday negotiation, and open resistance




Decolonization
Movements and
Independence Struggles

® Post-WWII global wave of decolonization

® Negotiated independence versus armed struggle
® Revolutionary paths to national sovereignty {

Key examples: India, Algeria, Vietoam, Ghana




Economic Legacies g
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and Neo-Colonialism§ —

DEBT
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® Extractive colonial structures persist
as uneven debt and trade relations

® Dependency theory explains ongoing
post-colonial economic constraints

® Neo-colonialism operates through
foreign investment and economic
pressure
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unresolved resource extraction
conflicts




Cultural and ~

i Knowledge
it Deccolonization
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® Epistemic violence silences
non-Western ways of knowing

® Decolonizing education means
changing content and teaching methods

® Question universal claims; show
where ideas come from

Move beyond diversification toward
deeper structural change

Key thinkers: Fanon, Said, Ngugi, Spivak
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Post-Colonial
States and
Contemporary
Challenges

® - State-building amid
- inherited borders and
ethnic conflict

0 - Artificial borders rooted
- individe-and-rule strategies

0 - Migration and diaspora
- shape former colony-metropole ties

e - Colonial history still frames
citizenship and sovereignty debates




FIELD GUIDE

Decolonization in
the 21st Centur
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lhumatao: from occupation to
papakainga housing and food sovereignty

Nelson Tenths Bill returns 3,068
hectares after 180 years

Brazil's APIB resists reinterpretations
of rejected 'Time Frame' thesis

NELSON TENTHS BILL ' BRAZIL'S APIB
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Indigenous youth use social media
to make land struggles visible

Repatriation gains ground: Smithsonian
returns stolen teepee cover

INDIGENOUS YOUTH & SOCIAL MEDIA
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Indigenous
Sovereignty and
Land Reclamation Today

& . &

= —V— <

€ |humatao's Land Back model: papakainga
homes, food forests, climate resilience

€ Brazil's battle: courts reject Time Frame
thesis, legislative rollback continues

¥ Nelson Tenths settlement: 3,068 hectares
and $420m returned after 180 years

¢ BC First Nations defend DRIPA and
UN Declaration against government appeal

Indigenous youth: digital platforms,
music, and art as visibility and resistance
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Repatriation and
Historical Memory

e - Repatriation returns cultural
objects, human remains, and
stolen land

§ - Ethical returns restore dignity
and enable cultural revival

® - Oral histories confirm museum
records and guide restitution

® - Archives and public memory
shape truth-telling and
accountability

e - Land returns like Nelson Tenths

and lhumatao show decolonization
in practice

Taken from Held in archives Remembered in stories, Returned with respect . e U &
our lands and collections records, and memory and relationship Reunited with people,
place, and purpose
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"OVERSIMPLIFIED
. NARRATIVES

TOWARD
CRITICAL,

MULTI-PERSPECTIVAL
TEACHING '
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- Use multi-perspectival
sources, not token additions

- Contextualize Western
theories; highlight their limits

- Prioritize dialogue,
reflection, and lived
experience

- Reduce hierarchy:
students as co-creators
of knowledge

- Diversify assessments
beyond linear Western
argument




TOOLKIT: ETHICAL STORYTELLING PRINCIPLES
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+ - Avoid extractive framing; center
community voices and consent

““‘-'fx‘ + - Use plain language, real examples,
| and transparent sourcing

%+ - Involve students as co-creators in
course and content review

+ - Treat decolonization as ongoing,
iterative, and collaborative practice




PersonWise.

PersonWise - Al digital-human course platform

Scan the code or click anywhere to watch this course live, with voice Q&A
personwise.ai/t/77771ab2/public


https://personwise.ai/t/77771ab2/public?entry_surface=public_courseware_pdf

