Graphic Design
Examples: Patterns,
Strengths, and Pitfalls
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® Recognize recurring patterns in real design examples
® Learn to identify why strong designs work

® Spot common mistakes that weaken designs

® Use examples to strengthen your own design thinking
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Why Study
Real Design
Examples?

@® Real examples show theory in action

@® Patterns help you analyze any
visual quickly

@ Learning strengths and pitfalls
builds a sharper eye

@® Example-based observation
develops visual literacy
for beginners
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Core Visual
Patterns:
Layout and
Structure

@® - Grid, asymmetry, and
centered compositions
organize content

@ - Proximity and grouping
create clear visual units

@ - Alignment orders
column edges, baselines,

and margins i . e . — . :

@ - Patterns build consistency,
recognition, and structure
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Core Visual Patterns:
Color, Contrast, and Typography

Limited palettes, contrast, and repetition COLOR PALETTE
create clarity

Typography: hierarchy, pairing, and High Contrast
spacing guide readers

High Contrast High Contrast

TYPE HIERARCHY TYPE PAIRING EXAMPLE

CONTRAST PAIRS

Repeating colors and fonts builds
unity and recognition

Match typography and color to
mood and message

This is a Headline Design with Ag
This is a Subheadline PU.I'pOSG

This is body copy. It uses readable size, line length,

ang spacmg Wonpeates comfortable. g Pairing a distinctive serif for headlines
experience and support understanding. _

with a clean sans-serif for body text

BB i AR R creates contrast, balance, and clarity.




Strengths of
Effective Design
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e Clear visual hierarchy

e Strong contrast improves
readability and focus

e Consistent spacing and
alignment create order

guides the viewer .

Intentional white space
increases clarity and
reduces clutter

Weooco




Common Design Pitfalls

ACTIVITIES:
o Games

« Food

o Music

o Prizes

......

Q. "»
Community

Fun Day

A DAY OF FUN FOR EVERYONE

8%9\ ACTIVITIES 5
e Games
e Food

® Music JOIN US
- Prizes FOR FUN!

e And More

C%E) BRING YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY!

{Q SEEYOUTHERE!

\

Cluttered layouts
overwhelm viewers

Low contrast
hurts readability

Too many fonts or
colors break coherence

Misaligned or
inconsistent spacing
looks unpolished




A Simple Framework for
Analyzing Designs
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- Start with purpose and audience. |dentify core
patterns used. Evaluate strengths and pitfalls
with clear reasoning.
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Audience Layout & Color & Typography &
& Purpose Structure Palette Imagery
Clarify the goal of the Identify the structural Examine color choices, Assess type and visuals

design and who it patterns guiding contrast, and visual for clarity, tone,
serves. organization and flow. hierarchy. and relevance.
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Case Study: What Makes a Strong Poster Work?

®

Clear focal point directs
the eye immediately

Strong color contrast
separates subject from
background

Consistent grid alignment
keeps the layout organized

Concise typography
creates a clear visual
hierarchy

Ample white space
lets the message breathe
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Clear focal point
> directs the eye
immediately

......
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Strong color
contrast separates
subject from
background

TOMORRUW

Consistent grid
alignment keeps

THINK BOLD. the layout
ized
BUILD BETTER. RIYRNIEE:
Great ideas have the power Concise typography

creates a clear
visual hierarchy

to transform challenges
into opportunities.

Ample white space
lets the message
breathe
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Case Study:

What Weakens a Design?

Cluttered layout

hides the main message

Low contrast reduces
readability and focus

Too many fonts create
visual confusion

Inconsistent spacing
looks unpolished

Practical fix: simplify,
align, and limit choices
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AMAZING IDEAS L
FOR A BETTER FUTURE __-

We he/p you succeed /

Our mission is to

"1 ___;'53
empower teams and

eoluticps S L
”‘1&'{' ﬂAa'ke create meaningful
/
. impact.
A Difference.

WHY CHOOSE US?

* Creative Solutions
® Dedicated Support
Results-Driven

¥ Making an Impact

. o Cluttered layout

Too many elements
compete for attention.

Low contrast
Light colors on a light

background make text
hard to read.

Too many fonts

Multiple type styles
create inconsistency
and confusion.

Inconsistent spacing

Uneven gaps and
misaligned items
make it look messy.

Practical fix
Simplify, align, and
limit choices for a
stronger, clearer design.
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Putting It
Into Practice

® - Apply the framework to a

new design example M Apply 4,
Y The
. = &
® - Describe patterns in g
M Describe
your own words patterns

® - Give and receive simple
constructive feedback

® - Build a personal checklist
for future review

ey



Review and Key Takeaways

° - Core patterns: layout, color, contrast, and typography

° - Strengths: clear hierarchy, contrast, alignment, and white space
o - Pitfalls: clutter, low contrast, font overload, and misalignment
o - Use the analysis framework on every design you evaluate

o - Continue practicing daily and keep a personal visual journal

CORE PATTERNS

LAYOUT COLOR CONTRAST TYPOGRAPHY

STRENGTHS PITFALLS ANALYSIS FRAMEWORK
clear hierarchy, contrast, clutter, low contrast, use the analysis framework
alignment, and white space font overload, and misalignment on every design you evaluate
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HEADER LAYOUT COLOR CONTRAST TYPOGRAPHY

Header
header

REVIEW

COLOR PALETTE

ﬁlll 2

TYPE SPECIMEN

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUIWXYZ

a abcdefghijklmnopprstuvwxyz
The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.



Frequently Asked Questions

@ - How many principles do | really need to memorize?

Focus on understanding a core set first. Depth of understanding is more
valuable than memorizing a long list.

Wl - Which principle matters most for beginners?
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Start with contrast. It improves clarity, guides attention, and strengthens
every design decision.

.....

- How do principles apply to print vs. digital design?

The principles stay the same; the context changes. Consider medium constraints

like screen light, resolution, ink, and material.

- Where should learners go next to keep practicing?

Practice consistently, seek feedback, study good design, and apply principles
to real projects.




Practice Activity:
Analyze a Poster Yourself

EXPLORE- =
- Choose a poster or headline
web page you admire B EYU N D
TO D AY 2 Strong
visual

o~ focal point

- Apply the analysis New paths.

framework step by step New perspectives.
.'“..,'_:_-'--"-) Clear
: - visual
- List observed patterns, hierarchy
strengths, and one
improvement
2 o : -» Supporting
0Q - Share your notes with a Iebint, goaiolct message

Find what moves you.

i)
a peer or educator

@ Observed Patterns

-

Strengths

@ One Improvement




Next Steps for
Continued Learning

- Analyze one real design every day

- Keep a visual journal of patterns and pitfalls

:,-@ - Apply your checklist to your own projects

/
|..| - Explore typography, color, and layout resources Q
\ é;i:‘.-"




PersonWise.

PersonWise - Al digital-human course platform

Scan the code or click anywhere to watch this course live, with voice Q&A
personwise.ai/t/76df01b7/public


https://personwise.ai/t/76df01b7/public?entry_surface=public_courseware_pdf

