Self-Correcting
Common English Errors:

A Practical Training

.:E - Why self-correction matters for

learners, educators, and professionals

- Self-correction vs. editing others’

work or relying on grammar tools
- Roadmap: error types, detection,
' correction workflows, practice loops

@ - Outcomes: build an error log,
personal checklist, reduce recurring

mistakes in 30 days




Matters

- Self-correction builds writing
accuracy and learner autonomy

—% - Research: ~30% fewer
o grammatical errors in one semester

f - Knowing a rule differs from
applying it in real-time writing

{:? - Error patterns reveal gaps in
knowledge, not random slips

éj; - Builds independence while still
allowing responsible tool use
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Mistakes, Errors,

- A mistake is a self-fixable
slip; an error is a
knowledge gap

- Self-correction shows you
can notice and monitor
your own output

N - Self-initiated fixes are
remembered better than

teacher corrections

r’ \ - During-production repairs
L differ from post-production

review

and Self-Correction

MISTAKE: SELF-FIXABLE SLIP _' ERROR: KNOWLEDGE GAP

production that you
can notice and fix.

that requires new
understanding.

Surface-level slip in o Deeper knowledge gap
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e Grammar:
subject-verb agreement,
tense consistency,
article use

{ineon-at]
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o Syntax:
" word order,
prepositions,

sentence structure

° ERROR SPECIMENS o

Common Error Types in English

¢ Vocabulary:
word form,
collocations,
false friends,
homophones

o Style & register:
formality mismatches,
hedging,

L1 direct translation
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How First Language
Shapes English Errors st ENGLISH

LANGUAGE LANGUAGE

® Many errors stem from
first-language transfer, not
missing English rules

® Article omission is common for
speakers of Korean, Chinese,
Japanese, and Russian

® Preposition and false-cognate
errors vary by language
background

® Understanding your transfer
patterns is the first step to a
personal correction checklist




Sharpening Your
Error Detection Skills

® Read for errors separately
from reading for meaning

i The committee review the |

il | Proposals before mali
- a decision. e

® Build a mental checklist of
high-frequency error hotspots

® Use pattern recognition to
target recurring mistakes

® Practice with sentence-by-sentence
review, reverse outlining, and
reading aloud

I



A Systematic Five-Step Correction Workflow
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| - Step 1: - Step 2: - Step 3: - Step 4: - Step 5:
Read for global Scan for one Verify uncertain Read aloud to Finish with
meaning before error category - constructions with catch awkward punctuation,
editing details at a time, not dictionaries or ‘ rhythm and . formatting, and
everything at once style guides ' phrasing consistency checks




The Single-Pass Method: Editing One Pattern at a Time

® One pass per error
pattern catches more
than anxious re-reading

¢ Batch related patterns
into four focused passes

® Structural: transitions,
register, filler phrases

® Vocabulary: idioms,
safe words,
nominalizations

Surface: articles,
prepositions,
possessives

A 20-30 minute routine
works for a 1,500-word
draft

PASS 2
IRA ) vocaBULARY
idioms, safe

words,
nominalizations

PASS 3
SURFACE
articles,

prepositions,
possessives

PASS 1
STRUCTURAL
transitions,

register, filler
phrases
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Self-Correction in Workplace Communication
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* Match tone and

formality to audience,
channel, and stakes

Fix tense with time
markers, prepositions,
and redundancy

60-second pre-send
check: purpose, grammar,
clarity, tone, consistency

Use BLUF structure and
templates to reduce
errors before drafting
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CORRECTION CODES

Self-Correction
for English Educators

VT  verb tense
WO  word order

- ; : WF ord fo
e - Model self-correction with think-alouds i raa

and error analysis ‘
punctuation

- Use correction codes to keep feedback
focused

- Run error hunts and grammar workshops
- Limit codes: one pattern at a time, cumulative
- Fewer red marks, more self-discovery -
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Avoiding Over-Correction
and Preserving Clarity

e Distinguish true errors
from style preferences

Hypercorrection:
over-applying rules produces between you and ¥’

nonstandard English
66 whori for "who"

Examples: "between you and I", . The message was as subject

"whom" for "who" as subject clear and easy
to understand. RIGID FORMALITY

Accept global English variation;
prioritize clarity over rigid formality




Using Tools
Without Losing U
Your Voice @

—Fheir- going _ Reallly

to the meeting.

Tools catch errors but don't

replace human judgment impressed.

Review every suggestion; | = \

reject what feels wrong M | Rea{/y

Ask Al for explanations to
build long-term learning

Keep final pass human
to preserve style and voice




Error Logs and

o ERROR Lo
Practice Loops R 106
e Error log tracks patterns, et ENCE

S Ts ;
corrected sentences, and rules to the store. > 1T going @

to the store.

U
seﬂcontraction
or tl"ley aren

¢ Build a personal top-five

= I have alot
error list £t of

ome o .
i two wor;'ss

She _cfg_q’lf like

coffee. ™ S_he doesn’t
like coffee.

¢ Combine self-checking
with peer feedback

e Use short, consistent
practice routines

I Seen the
Movie.

— I Saw the
Mmovie.

® Review logs to turn
editing into a habit

He 90 to
school —> He goes ¢,
School.
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Your Next Steps

- Recap: error types, one-pass
checking, personal checklist,
progress tracking

- Start an error log today; apply
the five-step workflow to one
recent draft

- Educators: introduce one guided
self-correction code in the next
writing activity

- Measure success in 30 days:
compare errors in two similar
writing samples

Earlier Draft
The was excited

for the field trip, because
saw

they seen many things

that were VE]*'aferesfu'th o

id

QOur teacher scsta_tiiad to

bring water bottles and

Snacks.AIt was a g::ﬁat

that we'll

always remember.

e

Revised Draft

The students were excited
for the field trip because
they saw many things
that were interesting.
Our teacher said to
bring water bottles and
snacks. It was a great
experience that we’ll

always remember.




PersonWise.

PersonWise - Al digital-human course platform

Scan the code or click anywhere to watch this course live, with voice Q&A
personwise.ai/t/26e3b275/public


https://personwise.ai/t/26e3b275/public?entry_surface=public_courseware_pdf

